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THIS MAP SHOWS THE LANDS OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST AS THEY WERE KNOWN 
AROUND A.D. 1500, WHEN THE STORY 
OF ALI BABA WAS WRITTEN IN ARABIC 
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t-OHG AGO IN A PERSIAN 
TOWN LIVER TWO BROTHERS: 
KASIM AND ALI BABA. 


THE OLDER BROTHER, KASIM, MARRIED 
WELL. HE INHERITED A SUCCESSFUL 
STORE FILLED WITH RARE OOODS AND 
EXPENSIVE MERCHANDISE. 




/T WAS IN THE FOREST 
WHERE ALI SABA'S 
ADVENTURE BEGAN ... 


APPROACHING 
RIDERS? THEY 
MUST BE 
THIEVES' 


X'Ut HIDE SO 
X CAN SEE WHO 
IS COMING. 


NESTLED SAFELY IN THE 
BRANCHES OF A TREE, ALI 
SABA PEERED IN HORROR 
AT WHAT TRANSPIRED 
BENEATH HIM. 
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ALLAH, 

BA'JB 

ME.' 


AH BABA STAREP POWN AT THE 
BANP OF MEN ON HORSEBACK. 
MUCH TO HIS PISMAY, HE 
COUNTEP FORTY OF THEM. 


f X HAVE 1 
NEVER SEEN 
SUCH A 
V THINS-/ j 
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THE RIDERS DISMOUNTED THEIR HORSES. 


THEY BEOAN 
REMOVING 
LAROE SACKS 
FROM THE 
ANIMALS. 


THEY ARB 
THIEVES. 


WHEN THE RIDERS OPENED 
THE SACKS, ALI BABA 
COULD SEE THAT THERE 
WAS A FORTUNE INSIDE. 


SUDDENLY THE THIEVES' CAPTAIN 
EMEROED FROM THE OROUP. 

HE SHOVED HIS MEN ASIDE AND 
APPROACHED A NEARBY ROCK ... 


AND THEN HE 
SPOKE SOME VERY 
STRANOE WORDS. 


OPEN 
SESAME / 






AS THE MEN WERE LEAVINO, THE 
CAPTAIN AOAIN SPOKE SOME 
MYSTERIOUS WORDS. » — 


SHUT 

SESAME/ 


AND THE ROCK 
REAPPEARED JUST 
AS IF NOTHINO HAD 
EVER HAPPENED. 


THEY'RE 
CONE AT 
LAST/ 



PRAISE ALLAH, 
I'LL ALWAyS 
REMEMBER THOSE 
MAGI C WORDS/ 


^ SUCH RICHES' N 
THEY MUST 
HAVE BEEN HIDING 
THINGS HERE FOR 
. GENERATIONS, y 


A" S? 




// / 1 WHAT A LI BABA SAW 
V ( yl IN THE CAVE WAS 
J f ( MORE WONDROUS 
/ / t THAN ANYTHING HE 
1 / COULD HAVE IMAGINED 
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ALLAH HAS 
BLESSED ME. I 
WILL TAKE ONLY 
WHAT I NEED, 


AFTER TAKING THE BAOS 
OF SOLD, ALI SABA SPOKE 
THE MAOIC WORDS AOAIN ... 








A SHORT TIME LATER, 

ALI SABA RODE INTO , 
HIS VILLAOE. HE HOPED 
NO ONE WOULD NOTICE 
THE BAOS HIS DONKEYS 
WERE CARRYING. ^ 


WHEN ALI BABA ENTERED 
HIS HOME, HE FOUND HIS W 
PREPARING A MEAL. 





you THIEF' 1 
WHERE DIP YOU 
SET ALL THIS 
COLD? a 


WHOM 

DID yOU STEAL 
IT FROM? 


r DO NOT \ 
WORRy My DEAR 
WIFE. X AM NO 
ROBBER. REJOICE 
, IN OUR OOOD 
k FORTUNE/ J 


LISTEN, 
AND I WILL 
TELL yOU THE 
STORy. 


ALI BABA HAD TO 


SPEAK OUlCKLy 


TO CALM HER 


FEARS 



AFTER ALI BABA HAD EMPTIED 
THE BAOS OF COLD, HE TOLD 
HIS WIFE THE TALE OF THE 
THIEVES AND THE CAVE. 






IF YOU MUST- 
BUT TELL NO ONE.' 
WE CANNOT AFFORD 
TO RISK REVEALINO 
OUR SECRET.' 


WE HAVE 
NO TIME TO 
COUNT OUR 

money; 


WE MUST 
BURY IT BEFORE ' 
SOMEONE 
DISCOVERS 
US. 


YOU ARE 
RIOHT. 

BUT .. 


LET ME 
WEIOH THE 
COLD. THEN WE 1 
WILL HAVE 
SOME IDEA OF 
ITS WORTH. 


ALI BABA'S WIFE 
HURRIED TO KASIM'S 
’ HOUSE TO ASK 
HER SISTER-IN-LAW 
FOR A SCALE. 








WHEN KASIM ARRIVED HOME THAT 
EVENING, HIS WIFE CONFRONTED HIM 
WITH THE NEWS OF AUI SABA'S RICHES. 


ALI BABA'S WIFE MEASURED 
THE COLD. MEANWHILE, 

ALI BABA DUO A HOLE IN 
THE BACKYARD TO BURY 
THE TREASURE. 


GOLP! X THOUOHT 
ALI BABA WAS A 
PAUPER. THIS 
WHOLE TIME HE'S 
BEEN HIDINO HIS 
WEALTH FROM 
US' -T 


SHORTLY AFTER ALI BABA BURIED THE OOLD, HIS WIFE 
TOOK THE SCALE BACK TO KASIM'S HOUSE. SHE FELT 
CERTAIN THAT THE SECRET OF THE OOLD WAS SAFE. 



" ALI BABA ^ HE WAV EVERYONE 
WAS ONLY BEEN FOOLED. HIS WIFE HAD 
PRETENDING TO TO BORROW A SCALE 
k BE POOR. . TO WEIGH HIS COLD/ 
gS - HE MUST BE RICH. , 


HOW DARE 
HE HIDE HIS 
WEALTH FROM 
. ME/ y 


~ GO TO 1 
HIM, DEAR 
HUSBAND. SET 
HIM TO TELL 
YOU WHERE HE 
GOT HIS 
k MONEY. A 


THE NEXT MORNING, KASIM ARRIVED AT HIS BROTHER'S 
HOUSE. HE WASTED NO TIME IN CONFRONTING HIM. 


YES, WIFE, I'LL 
GO TO HIM 
FIRST THING IN 
THE MORNING 
AND MAKE HIM 
TELL ME. 


y YOU HAVE 


BEEN HOLDING 
BACK YOUR RICHES 
k FROM ME/ A 


DO YOU 
MEAN? 


ALL RIGHT, 
BROTHER. I'LL 
TELL YOU 
EVERYTHING. > 


r DON'T THINK YOU CAN 
I FOOL ME/ YOU MUST 
1 HAVE THOUSANDS OF 
L THESE IF YOU NEED TO 
V WEIGH THEM.^^ 

'fAY WIFE FOUND 
THIS ONE STUCK Wfc 
TO THE BOTTOM OF J & 
k THE SCALE. 


IF YOU DO NOT 
TELL ME WHERE YOU GOT 
THIS GOLD, I'LL TELL THE 
AUTHORITIES YOU ARE A THIEF. 
S. YOU'LL GO TO JAIL/ y 
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OUTSIPE THE CAVE, 
THE THIEVES WERE 
FAST APPROACHING. 


V WHEN THE CAVE 


KASIM COULP HEAR 
THEM COMING. 
FRANTICALLY, HE / 
THOUGHT ABOUT J j 
WHAT TO PO / 
NEXT. / 


POOR OPENEP, KASIM 
PECIPEP TO RUN. 


THIS 
IS MY 
CHANCE/ 


1 J/ #) ' 

rS _ 







INI HIS HURRY TO BSCAPB, KASIM NEARLY 
COLLIDED WITH THE CAPTAIN. — __ 


) 



THE CAPTAIN WAS 
FURIOUS. HE 
SHOVED KASIM 
TO THE 0 ROUND. 



THEN ONE OF 


L THE THIEVES 


( USED HIS J 


SHARPENED 


SCIMITAR TO 


CUT THE 


. UNFORTUNATE 


C TRESPASSER . 




„„ CUT THIS INTRUDER'S 

CAN T AFFORD TO BODY INTO FOUR PIECES. WE'LL 
HANO THE PIECES BY THE CAVE'S 

^ ENTRANCE. THAT WILL WARN 

f~7 t OTHERS WHAT HAPPENS TO 




MEANWHILE, BACK AT KASIM'S 
HOUSE, KASIM'S WIFE WAS 
BECOMING WORRIED. 



r OH, ALLAH, 1 
BRINO BACK MV 
, HUSBAND/ . 


r I'LL &0 SEE 1 
ALI BABA. MAYBE 
HE HAS SEEN 
k. HIM. 


SO KASIM'S WIFE HURRIED 
THROUOH TOWN TO HER 
BROTHER-IN-LAW'S HOUSE, 


SISTER-IN- 
LAW, WHAT IS 
WRONO? 


IT IS KASIM. 
HE HAS NOT 
RETURNED. 





WHY DID 
I MAKE HIM 
JEALOUS OF 
ALI BABA? 


THIS HAS 
BECOME A 
DISASTER. 


SO HOME 
AND WAIT FOR 
HIM. HE WILL 
RETURN WITH 
THE SUN. . 


DO NOT WORRY 
SISTER-IN-LAW. X 
AM SURE HE WAS 
_ ONLY DELAYED. 


KASIM'S WIFE WENT 
HOME, BUT SHE WAS 
TOO WORRIED TO 
SLEEP. 


THE NEXT MORNINO, KASIM'S 
WIFE DECIDED TO RETURN 
TO ALI BABA'S HOUSE. 


ALI BABA IS 
WISE. HE WILL 
KNOW WHAT 
TO DO. 







WHEN HE ENTEREP THE 
CAV E, ALI BABA SAW THE 
PIECES OF HIS MURPEREP 
BROTHER. 


ALLAH, 
SAW ME, 


r MY BROTHER > 
HAS BEEN MURPEREP 
BY THOSE FOUL 
V ROOUES/ ^ 


AU BABA WRAPPER HIS 
BROTHER'S REMAINS IN 
TWO CLOTHS. I — 7~rO= 


WITH A HEAVY HEART, 


* HE CARRIER KASIM'S 
BOPY FROM THE CAVE. 


HE ALSO LUOOEP 
SOME OF THE OOLP 
HIS BROTHER HAP 
TRIER TO TAKE. 


ALI BABA SORROWFULLY MAPE HIS WAY THROUGH 
THE FOREST. HE KNEW HE HAP TO TELL HIS 
SISTER-IN-LAW WHAT HAP HAPPENEP TO KASIM. 


BUT FIRST, ALI BABA PROPPEP OFF THE 
BAOS OF &OLV IN HIS YARP. HE ASKEP 
HIS WIFE TO BURY THE TREASURE. THEN 
HE CONTINUER ON HIS SAP ERRANP. 





HAS SOME 
KIND OF HARM 
BEFALLEN My 
MASTER? YOU 
DO NOT BRING 
GOOD NEWS. 


ENTER 

QUICKLy. 


I KASIM'S SERVANT, MORGIANA, 
f ANSWERED THE DOOR. 



X MUST TELL THE BAD 
NEWS TO YOUR MISTRESS. 
MAY ALLAH GIVE US 
STRENGTH TO SURVIVE 
- THIS TRYING TIME.^ 


AFTER ALI BABA 
TOLD MORGIANA 
ABOUT KASIM, 

HE WENT INSIDE 
THE HOUSE AND 
PLACED THE BODy 
ON A CLOTH. 



WE CANNOT 
CHANGE 
WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED. 


BUT WE 
MUST KEEP 
THIS SECRET. 
OUR LIVES 
DEPEND 
< ON IT. > 


WHEN ALI 
BABA TOLD 
KASIM'S WIFE 
WHAT HAD 
HAPPENED, 
SHE WAS 
DISTRAUGHT. 

La 




NOW HE IS TOO ^ 
WEAK EVEN TO LIFT 
HIS HEAP TO 
^ PRINK. ^ 


THE FOLLOWING MORNINO, MOROIANA WENT TO 
- THE MARKETPLACE. SHE HAP A PLAN TO HELP 
KEEP HER MASTER'S MURPER A SECRET. 


'TER THAT, 
ENACTEP 
EST PART < 
-AN. 


_L 
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THE NEXT PAX, 

\ SURELY YOu'^ s S^ U p MEDIYINeT'"'\ 


MOROIANA RETLIRNEP 

> HAVE SOMETHING “aSTER ^ 


TO THE PHARMACIST. 

\ \ V STRONGER. ^ YESTERPAY PIP ] Bra . |kcl [ 









r PLEASE, I TRULY 
NEEP YOUR HELP. YOU 
WILL NOT BE HARMEP. 
BUT YOU CANNOT 
KNOW WHERE X AM 
v TAKINO YOU. > 


U w ^ 

MOROIANA PAIP THE 
TAILOR TO FOLLOW HER 
INSTRUCTIONS. 


SHE WENT TO THE TAILOR'S SHOP. SHE HAP 
TO CONVINCE THE OLP TAILOR TO HELP HER. 





r I NEED you TO SEW N 
A BOVY BACK TOGETHER 
AND MAKE A SHROUD FOR 
BURIAL. yOU CAN REMOVE 
yOUR BLINDFOLD WHILE 
V you WORK. y 


WITH KASIM'S BODy IN ONE PIECE, ALI BABA OAVE 
HIS BROTHER A PROPER FUNERAL. 


O-, 


T 




AS WAS THE CUSTOM^ 

H ALI BABA MOVED INTO 
KASIM'S HOUSE. 

KASIM'S SON TOOK 
OVER THE STORE ■< 
KASIM HAD OWNED. 

LIFE SOON RETURNED 
TO NORMAL. 


~v ic-) 

BUT ALI BABA'S * - 
TROUBLES WERE 
JUST BEOINNINO. - 


MOROIANA LED THE TAILOR TO KASIM'S HOME, 
WHERE THEy HAD PLACED HIS BODy. 







W WHOEVER N 
7 MAD E THIS MARK IS 
UP TO NO OOOD. PERHAPS 
HE INTENDS TO HARM ALI 
, SABA. X MUST DO 
L. SOMETHING ... y 


BUT MOROIANA SAW 
THE CHALK MARK. 

_/v 


SHE IMMEDIATELY 
BECAME SUSPICIOUS 








BACK IN THE CAVE, THE CAPTAIN SENT 
ANOTHER MAN TO FIND ALI BABA. 

^^7 






™ CURTINS PLAN 







r THE MASTER'S 
OUEST IS AN OIL 
MERCHANT. HE WILL 
NOT MINP IF YOU 
BORROW 60 ME OIL 
FROM HI6 POT6 
s. OUTSIPE. 4 


LATER THAT NIOHT, 
MOROIANA RAN OUT OF OIL 
TO FILL ALI BABA'S LAMPS. 


r THANK you, > 
ABPULLAH. I WILL 
GO QUIETLy SO 
AS NOT TO WAKE 
. OUR SLEEPING . 
L OUEST. y 



1 ( X WILL \ 

j — : 

r— — — ( TAKE ONLy 1 

*• " 


\ WHAT I i 



HU 2C.:1 





MOROIANA KNEW THAT SOMETHING WASN'T RIOHT. 
SHE CUPPEP HER HANPS OVER HER MOUTH ANP 
PISOUISEP HER VOICE. SPEAKINO IN LOW ANP 
MUFFLEP TONES, SHE PIP HER BEST IMPRESSION OF 
HER MASTER'S OUEST. 




THEN, SUPPENLy, MOROIANA KNEW EXACTLy 
> WHAT WAS GOING ON. IN SHOCK, SHE WHISPEREP 
TO HERSELF. 


t?UttKINC t INSIL/t It? 

MERCHANT. ANP THESE 
POTS PO NOT CONTAIN 






MORGIANA FILLER EVERY POT 
WITH SCALDING OIL, KILLING 
THE MEN WHO MEANT TO 
DESTROY HER MASTER. 


THERE. IT IS 
DONE, AND THE 
CAPTAIN'S MEN 
ARE NO LONGER 
v A THREAT. . 


MORGIANA MOVED 
ON TO THE NEXT 
POT, CONTINUING 
TO DISGUISE HER 
VOICE ... 


WHEN MORGIANA RETURNED 
TO THE HOUSE, SHE PUT HER 
PLAN INTO ACTION. 

SHE BOILED A LARGE 
VAT OF OIL FROM 
THE POT OUTSIDE. 



AS THE NIOHT WORE ON, THE 
CAPTAIN CREPT OUT OF THE 
HOUSE TO ENACT HIS SCHEME, 


r EVERyONE > 
INSIDE THE HOUSE 
IS SLEEPING. IT 
V IS TIME. A 


MEN? 


MY MEN 
ARE ALL 
DEAD/ 


ALLAH, 
SAVE ME/ 





EVERy POT V7 
BUT ONE HAD A 
MAN IN IT. 


DISCOVERER 
THEM LAST 
NIOHT WHEN I 
WENT TO FETCH 
OIL FOR YOUR 
LAMPS. 



I'VE HAD My EYE ON 
THE THIEVES FOR A LONO 
TIME. THEy LEFT MARKS ON 
yOUR DOOR SO THEy COULD 
FIND YOU AW HARM yOU. BUT 
I FOILED THEIR PLANS. 



THEY ARE 
THE THIEVES WHO 
USED THE CAVE 
you FOUND. 


AND yOUR 
OUEST IS THEIR 
CAPTAIN. 











UNCLE, THIS IS 
KHWAJAH 
^ HASAN. . 


GREETINGS, 
FRIEND.' IT IS 
AN HONOR. 


r THE ' 

HONOR IS ALL 
, MINE. . 


f MORGIANA, > 
OUR GUEST REQUIRES 
THAT THE MEAT BE 
i PREPARED WITHOUT 
S A LT. 

f SEE ^ 
ggl THAT IT IS MB 
M DONE. M 


' PREPARE ^ 
A FEAST FOR MY 
NEPHEW'S NEW 
v FRIEND. a 


r DO NOT 
WORRY LEAVE 
EVERYTHING IN 
„ MY HANDS. . 


ALI BABA ASKED MORGIANA 
TO TAKE GOOD CARE 
OF HIS HOUSEGUEST. 

-A £» 



YOUR 

PINNER, MY 
LORPS ... 


MOROIANA WASTEP 
NO TIME IN TELLINO 
ABPULLAH ALL 
SHE KNEW. 


OUR PINNER 
OUEST IS THE 
. VILLAIN. . 


HE IS HERE 
TO HARM OUR 
, MASTER. . 


WE MUST STOP 
THE EVIL MAN 
ANP ENP THIS 
. THREAT. v 


HAT | 
-ST. I 


MOROIANA HELPEP SERVE THE MEAL SO THAT 
SHE COULP OET A OOOP LOOK AT THE OUEST 


OUR PINNER OUEST IS 
THE CAPTAIN OF THE 
THIEVES' HE HAS A 
KNIFE. HE MUST INTENP 



MASTER, MAY WE ENTERTAIN YOU 
BEFORE DINNER? I WISH TO SHOW yOUR 
OUEST A VERY SPECIAL DANCE. I WILL 
PERFORM WHILE HOLDINO TWO 
STEEL BLADES IN MY HANDS' 





THIS AWN WAS THE LEADER OF 
THE THIEVES. JUST LOOK AT 
WHAT HIS ROBES CONCEALED/ 

. HE CAMS HERE TO . 
KILL you. 


PLEASE, MARRY 
MY NEPHEW 
AND BECOME A 
MEMBER OF 
My FAMILy. 


MOROIANA, v you NO 
yOU HAVE SAVED LONOER HAVE TO 
US AOAIN. >. WORK AND TOIL 
FOR ME/ 


~ I SUSPECTED ^ 
HIM WHEN HE WOULD 
NOT EAT yOUR SALT. 
TO EAT SALT IS A SION 
OF BROTHERHOOD. 

. WHAT MAN WOULD 
V REFUSE? 


IF THAT IS 
yOUR WISH, MY 
. AAASTER. . 


ALI BABA CELEBRATED HIS 
NEPHEW'S WEDDINO. 


AND WHEN ENOUOH TIME 
HAD PASSED AND HE 
WAS SURE THE THIEVES 
WERE TRULy OONE ... 


...HE RETURNED TO THE CAVE 
AND TOOK ENOUOH OOLD FOR 
HIM AND HIS FAMILY TO LIVE THE 
REST OF THEIR LIVES IN LUXURY 
AND HAPPINESS. 


GLOSSARY AND PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 


MLIH: the word for God in the 
Islamic faith 

FOIL: to stop or to defeat 

MERCHANT: someone who makes money 
by selling goods 

MOURNING: to be very sad for someone 
who has died 

PAUPER {paw- puhr): a very poor 
person 


PERSIA: modern-day Iran 

ROGUE (roht): a dishonest person 

SCIMITAR (.fz'h-meh-tahr): a sword 
with a curved blade 

SHROUD: a cloth used to wrap a body 
for burial 

SUET Ccoo-it): animal fat 


original pencil sketch from page 9 
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Arabian Nights stories. 

Hurwitz, Johanna. The Adventures of AU Baba Bernstein. New York: Morrow, 
1985. When David Bernstein decides to change his name to Ali Baba, all kinds 
of strange and exciting things begin to happen. 

Smith, Philip. Aladdin and Other Favorite Arabian Nights Stories. New York: 
Dover, 1993. This book contains six Arabian Nights tales, including^// 

Baba and the Forty Thieves. 

Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves 

http://www.pitt.edu/-slash/alibaba.html 

At this website, you can read the story of Ali Baba online. 

Global Connections: The Middle East 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/index.html 

This site features detailed information on the Middle East — the region of the 

world where the Arabian Nights tales began. 


CREATING ill BUI FOOUHG THE FORTY THIEVES 

To create the story of Ali Baba, author Marie P. Croall relied heavily on 
Arabian Nights Volume I: The Marvels and Wonders of the Thousand and One 
Nights, adapted from Richard F. Burton’s unexpurgated translation by Jack Zipes. 
Artist Clint Hilinski referred to multiple historical resources and worked closely 
with art historian Allan T. Kohl to make the story’s rich imagery come alive. 
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FROM THE PAGES OF AHABIAH BIGHTS.. . 

. . . COMES AN AMAZING TALE OF CHANCE AND ADVENTURE. 


An Baba, a poor man who makes his living selling wood, stumbles upon 


A SECRET CAVE WHERE FORTY THIEVES HAVE BEEN HIDING PRICELESS TREASURES. 



He discovers the trick to entering the cave and decides 

TO TAKE SOME TREASURES FOR HIMSELF. BUT WHEN ALI 

Baba's wife borrows a scale to weigh their 

NEWFOUND RICHES, THE SECRET GETS OUT. WILL 

Au Baba be able to keep his fortune? Or 

WILL THE BANDITS GET THEIR REVENGE? 
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SUNJAIA: WARRIOR KING OF MALI 
THESEUS: BATTLING THE MINOTAUR 
THOR UOKI: IN THE LAND OF GIANTS 
TRISTAN i ISOLDE: THE WARRIOR AND THE PRINCESS 
THE TROJAN HORSE: THE FALL OF TROY 
YU THE GREAT: CONQUERING THE FLOOD 
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